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A Study on the Expression of terminology

in Sign Language Education

As part of revitalization of sign language communication in the public sector, this
study was conducted in response to the need to identify and disseminate the use of
sign language expressions for technical terms used in sign language-related
education and tests in order to establish a stable operation basis for the Korean
Sign Language teacher system. The results of the research conducted in response
to the need for such research are as follows.

Forty-seven technical terms and 74 sign language expressions were extracted
from five areas of the Korean Sign Language education ability test: Korean Sign
Language education theory, Deaf culture and Deaf society, Korean Sign Language
linguistics, Korean Sign Language practice 1, and Korean Sign Language practice 2.
In order to investigate the actual use of the technical terminology at places like
the Institute of Korean Sign Language Education and the Korean Sign Language
Teacher Training Institute, 20 field experts were recruited and interviewed six times
to investigate the frequency and appropriateness of 74 sign language expressions
corresponding to 47 technical terminology. Furthermore, 140 sign language
expressions were collected from field experts.

First, as a result of investigating the frequency of use of sign language
expressions for technical terms by test area, the area of Korean Sign Language
education theory was found to be less recognized than other areas because the
frequency of use of technical terms was relatively low compared to other areas in
the training process for Korean Sign Language teachers. The conceptual difficulty
of technical terms, the fact that there were many multiple compound words due to
the natures of technical terms, and the fact that there were many terms that
expressed concepts in explanatory expressions rather than as vocabulary could be
reasons for the low frequency of use.
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It was found that the Deaf culture and Deaf society areas use or have seen sign
language expressions for technical terms used with a high frequency. ‘Identity
1’ , which showed the highest frequency of use at 100%, is believed to be so
because the combination of sign language and fingerspelling enhances the clarity of
the concept in situations where sign language expressions for technical terms have
not been established. As in the field of Korean Sign Language education,
“assimilationism” (50%) and “Bilingual and Bilcultural Deaf Education 2” (45%),
which are used relatively low, are presumed to be so due to the difficulty of
concepts and the expression of sign language in explanatory expressions.

Like the Deaf culture and Deaf society areas, the area of Korean Sign Language
linguistics also showed a fairly high frequency of use, with 21 out of 22 expressions
showing a result of over 60%. This area also seems to be used frequently because
it is an area where education is conducted not only in the training course for
Korean Sign Language teachers but also in many other educational fields, including
the retraining classes for sign language interpreters. Of the 16 expressions that
accounted for the top 90%, all terms except for ‘spatial verbs’ included
fingerspellings or were expressed only as fingerspellings. The reason why frequently
used technical terms in the field of Korean Sign Language linguistics are expressed
in fingerspellings appears to be to minimize the risk of loss of accuracy or
mistranslation during the translation process, as these are technical terms that
appear on exams.

Second, as a result of investigating the appropriateness of sign language
expressions for technical terms in each test area, only 15 out of 27 sign language
expressions for technical terms in the Korean Sign Language education theory area
showed an appropriateness of more than 50%, which is the lowest figure among
the four areas. As with the results of the frequency of use survey, the low
frequency of exposure to technical terms in Korean Sign Language teacher training
courses and other educational sites seems to have influenced the assessment of
appropriateness. In addition, it is judged to be an area where research on sign
language expressions is necessary to improve appropriateness.

Among the sign language expressions for technical terms that were tested in
multiple expressions, the sign language expressions for technical terms that were
tested earlier showed higher appropriateness than the sign language expressions for
technical terms that were tested later. It is judged that new expressions were
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presented in the exams to clarify the transmission of meanings rather than the
existing translated expressions, but they scored lower in the actual adequacy
evaluation.

When looking at the correlation between terminology appropriateness and
composition methods in the area of Korean Sign Language education theory, there
is a tendency to aim for expressions consisting of only sign language, but when it
is difficult to express accurate sign language due to difficulties in concept,
understanding seems to have been facilitated by expressing it only with
fingerspellings or by combining sign language and fingerspelling. All technical terms
expressed only with fingerspellings show an appropriateness of 50% or higher,
which means that it may be an appropriate method to select fingerspellings as the
next best option when there is no recognized sign language expression.

As a result of analyzing the correlation between the appropriateness of sign
language expressions and the composition methods of terminological sign language
expressions in the area of the Deaf culture and Deaf society, there were 12 sign
language expressions with an appropriateness of 50% or more among 19 sign
language expressions, and among them, 10 expressions consisted only of sign
language. This means that sign language expressions for the majority of technical
terms are composed only of sign language. Of course, there were technical terms
that were expressed only in sign language but showed very low appropriateness,
and technical terms in other composition methods also showed different
appropriateness, so the correlation between appropriateness and composition
methods can be said to be minimal.

Only 6 out of 22 sign language expressions for technical terms in the field of
Korean Sign Language linguistics showed an appropriateness of more than 50%. Of
the 22 sign language expressions, 14 were expressed only with fingerspellings, and
as mentioned in the results of the frequency of usage survey, the high frequency
of use of technical terms expressed with fingerspellings was not judged good in
evaluating whether the sign language expression was appropriate, while the high
frequency of use was employed in order to minimize the risk of poor accuracy of
the meaning or mistranslation.

Regarding the composition method, there were 14 expressions of fingerspellings,
which was significantly more than in other areas. Due to the nature of the area, it
was not easy to express technical terms in sign language or there was a risk of
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mistranslation, Therefore it seems that Korean language technical terms were
directly borrowed and expressed in fingerspellings.

Third, based on the results derived through the above analysis and research
process, we propose seven criteria for the appropriateness of sign language
expressions for technical terms that are highly acceptable to deaf people in the
future. Avoid explaining technical terms and maintain brevity (Criterion 1). Terms
popularized in the Deaf society are accepted first (Criterion 2). Avoid unreasonable
sign language translation and allow fingerspellings as an alternative (Criterion 3).
Avoid mixed expressions of fingerspellings and sign language words (Criterion 4).
Avoid redundant descriptions and fingerspellings (Criterion 5). Do not be inferred in
many meanings (Criterion 6). Key expressions should be included (Criterion 7).

Lastly, our suggestions for increasing the appropriateness of sign language
expressions of technical terms in the future are as follows. First, it is necessary to
propose recommendations for sign language expressions for technical terms. Second,
when translating technical terms into sign language, the most accurate definition
among the various definitions of the technical term must be translated. Third,
glossaries that present definitions of technical terms and sign language expressions
must be developed. Fourth, the opinions of the Deaf society on sign language
expressions for technical terms must be collected. Fifth, prior education on
technical terminology must be provided. Sixth, there is a need for a change in
awareness of the process of developing sign language expressions for technical
terms.

Keywords: Korean Sign Language, Sign Language Education, Technical Term, Sign
Language Expression, Glossary
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